Norton City Schools

4128 CLEVELAND-MASSILLON RD. NORTON, OHIO 44203-5697
PHONE 330.825.0863 FAX 330.825.0929

December 10, 2024

Dear Norton Families,
Subject: Religious Expression Days Notification Annual Notice

The Board reasonably accommodates the sincerely held religious beliefs and practices of
individual students with regard to all examinations or other academic requirements and
absences for reasons of faith or religious or spiritual belief systems in accordance with State law.

Students in grades kindergarten through 12 will be excused for up to three religious expression
days per school year to take holidays for reasons of faith or religious or spiritual belief systems,
or participate in activities conducted under the auspices of a religious denomination, church or
other religious or spiritual organization. No academic penalty will be imposed on a student who
is absent for such reasons in accordance with this policy and all requirements of State law. The
number of hours for which a student is absent on an approved religious expression day is not
considered in the calculations for determining absence hours for the purpose of parental
notification under Ohio Revised Code 3321.191(C)(1).

Students are provided with alternative accommodations with regard to examinations or other
academic requirements due to an absence for a religious expression day in accordance with the
following procedures:

1. The parent/guardian must provide the school principal with written notice of up to three
specific dates for which alternative accommodations are requested within 14 days of the
start of the school year or initial notification of December 10, 2024, or within 14 days
after the date of enrollment if transferring or enrolling into the District after the start of
the school year.

2. The principal will approve the request without inquiry into the sincerity of the student’s
religious or spiritual belief system. The principal may contact the parent/guardian whose
signature appears on the request to verify the request; if the parent/guardian disputes
signing the request, the request may be denied.



3. If the approved absence creates a conflict, the principal requires the appropriate
classroom teachers to schedule a date and time for an alternative examination or other
academic requirement that may be before or after the originally scheduled time and
date.

Students are permitted to participate in interscholastic or other extracurricular activities on
days they are absent for approved religious expression days.

Non-exhaustive List of Major Religious Holidays as posted by the state superintendent of public
instruction. Click Here

Warmest Regards,

Bryan Farson
Superintendent
Norton City Schools


https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Ez396LS1Mu6b5HwYY3LhBYoRl1r1-Ep/view?usp=sharing

