
Summer provides many opportunities for students and their 

families to enjoy unforgettable books together.  Before entering 

5th grade, a Norton Middle School student is expected to read at 

least two books listed below and complete the appropriate 

fiction or nonfiction graphic organizer. Copies of Number the 

Stars, Shiloh, and Hatchet are available for loan at the Norton 

Middle School office for two weeks after school is out and again 

the two weeks before school starts in the fall.  

Who Was Steve Jobs? by Pam Pollack 

Steve Jobs, adopted in infancy by a family in San Francisco, 
packed a lot of life into fifty-six short years. In this Who Was…? 
biography, children will learn how his obsession with 
computers and technology at an early age led him to co-found 
and run Apple, in addition to turning Pixar into a ground-
breaking animation studio. A college dropout, Jobs took 
unconventional steps in his path to success and inspired the 
best and the brightest to come with him and “change the 
world.” 

 

 

 
Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier 

Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern California because 
her little sister, Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy about leaving her friends for Bahía 
de la Luna, but Maya has cystic fibrosis and will benefit from the cool, salty air 
that blows in from the sea. As the girls explore their new home, a neighbor lets 
them in on a secret: There are ghosts in Bahía de la Luna. Maya is determined 
to meet one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of year when 
ghosts reunite with their loved ones approaches, Cat must figure out how to put 
aside her fears for her sister's sake -- and her own.

 
 

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his 

home, it's love at first sight—and also big trouble. It turns out the dog, which 

Marty names Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers, who drinks too much and has a 

gun—and abuses his dogs. So when Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, 

Marty just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret 

becomes too big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to 

Judd's anger. How far will Marty have to go to make Shiloh his? 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/M.E.-Castle/e/B005JGPOCY/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1


I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 by Lauren 

Tarshis 

Ten-year-old George Calder can't believe his luck -- he and his little sister, Phoebe, 

are on the famous Titanic, crossing the ocean with their Aunt Daisy. The ship is full 

of exciting places to explore, but when George ventures into the first class storage 

cabin, a terrible boom shakes the entire boat. Suddenly, water is everywhere, and 

George's life changes forever.  

 

 

What Was the Declaration of Independence? by Michael C. 

Harris 

On a hot summer day near Philadelphia in 1776, Thomas Jefferson sat at 

his desk and wrote furiously until early the next morning. He was drafting 

the Declaration of Independence, a document that would sever this 

country's ties with Britain and announce a new nation—The United States 

of America. Colonists were willing to risk their lives for freedom, and the 

Declaration of Independence made that official. Discover the true story of 

one of the most radical and uplifting documents in history and follow the 

action that fueled the Revolutionary War. 

 

Swindle by Gordon Korman 

After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his most valuable baseball 

card, Griffin Bing must put together a band of misfits to break into Swindle's 

compound and recapture the card. There are many things standing in their way -- a 

menacing guard dog, a high-tech security system, a very secret hiding place, and 

their inability to drive -- but Griffin and his team are going to get back what's 

rightfully his . . . even if hijinks ensue. 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

Alone. Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the 
single engine plane in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself 
alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered 
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother has given him as a present -- and the 
dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart ever since his parents' divorce. But 
now Brian has no time for anger, self-pity, or despair -- it will take all his know-how 
and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive. 

 

 



A Million Ways Home by Dianna Dorisi Winget 

A moving middle-grade story about love, loss, and the unlikely places we find home. 
Poppy's life has been turned upside down after her grandma (and guardian) had a 
stroke and ended up in the hospital. But Poppy is working on a plan to help 
Grandma Beth so their life together can go back to normal. But when she witnesses 
an armed robbery, "back to normal" slips even further out of her reach. To keep 
Poppy safe, the budget-strapped police devise an unusual "witness protection 
program," wherein Poppy will stay with Detective Brannigan's mother. Soon Poppy 
is feeling almost at home, even making sort-of friends with a girl named Lizzie and 
definitely friending Gunner, a beautiful dog with an uncertain fate. But it's still not 
home. So while she and Lizzie navigate a rocky friendship and plot to save Gunner's 
life, Poppy also tries to figure out a new plan to save Grandma Beth and their home, 
all while avoiding a dangerous robber who might be searching for her. But what if 
Grandma Beth can never come home and the robber is put behind bars? What will 
happen to Poppy then? 

 

 

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 

As the German troops begin their campaign to “relocate” all the Jews of 
Denmark, Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen 
Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family. Through the eyes of ten-year-old 
Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the entire 
Jewish population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across the sea to 
Sweden. The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride and 
human decency in the world even during a time of terror and war.  

 

 

Worst of Friends: Thomas Jefferson, John 

Adams, and the True Story of an American Feud 
by Suzanne Tripp Jurmain 

John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were good friends with very different 
personalities. But their differing views on how to run the newly created United 
States turned them into the worst of friends. They each became leaders of 
opposing political parties, and their rivalry followed them to the White House. 
Full of both history and humor, this is the story of two of America's most well-
known presidents and how they learned to put their political differences aside for 
the sake of friendship 


