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Pupil transportation management policies and procedures are to be developed 

cooperatively by administrators and transportation personnel. Policies and procedures 

will be designed to ensure the safety and welfare of all school bus passengers and 

include the following: 

(A) The school bus driver's authority and/or responsibility to maintain control of the 

pupils. 

(B) The pupil's right to "due process" as provided for by the policies and procedures 

of the educating agency. 

(C) Pupil management and safety instruction policies will include the following. 

Pupils are to:: 

(1) Arrive at the bus stop before the bus is scheduled to arrive. 
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(2) Wait in the school bus or motor van driver designated place of safety in a 

location clear of traffic and away from the bus stops. 

(3) Not engage in behavior at the school bus stop that may threaten life, limb or 

property of any individual. 

(4) Go directly to an available or assigned seat so the bus may safely resume 

motion. 

(5) Remain seated behind the barrier, keeping aisles and exits clear. 

(6) Observe classroom conduct, or the bus conduct established by administrators 

and transportation personnel, and obey the driver promptly and respectfully. 

(7) Not use profane language. 

(8) Refrain from eating and drinking on the bus except as necessitated for medical 

reasons or as permitted by the school district for non-routine trips during which 

the pupils on the bus are to be supervised by a chaperone(s) as described in rule 



3301-83-16 of the Administrative Code, a school administrator or school 

personnel. 

(9) Not use nicotine products, or any cigarette, tobacco, alternative to nicotine 

product, vapor product, or electronic smoking device, as those terms are defined 

in section 2927.02 of the Revised Code, on the bus. 

(10) Not have alcohol or drugs in their possession on the bus except in accordance 

with medication policies adopted under Chapter 3313. of the Revised Code, as 

applicable. 

(11) Not throw or pass objects on, from or into the bus. 

(12) Carry on the bus only objects that can be held in their laps. Any objects that 

cannot be held are to be secured according to paragraph (H) of rule 3301-83-20 of 

the Administrative Code. Guidelines are to be formulated for the use and storage 

of equipment and other means of assistance for preschool and special needs 

children. 
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(13) Leave or board the bus at locations to which they have been assigned unless 

they have parental and administrative authorization to do otherwise. 

(14) Not put head or arms out of the bus windows. 

(D) Drivers and bus aides are to have access to appropriate information about the 

child to the degree that such information might affect safe transportation, pupil 

management and medical well-being. This information is to be readily accessible in 

the transportation office. All such information is strictly confidential. 

(E) Suspension, expulsion or immediate removal from bus 

(1) The superintendent or superintendent designees, or principals are authorized 

to suspend or remove pupils from school bus riding privileges in accordance with 

section 3327.014 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Immediate removal of a pupil from transportation is authorized. A pupil 

immediately removed from transportation will be given notice as soon as 

practicable of a hearing which will be held within seventy-two hours of the 

removal. The notice is to also include the reason for removal. Immediate removal 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.014


is authorized when the pupil's presence poses a danger to persons or property or a 

threat to the safe operation of the school bus. Length of time removed from 

ridership will be in accordance with policies of the school bus owner. 

(3) School bus drivers will report in writing to the appropriate administrator all 

rule violations or conduct that justify immediate removal, suspension or 

expulsion. 

(4) Modification of procedures may be needed for suspension or immediate 

removal of preschool and special needs children. 
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Notwithstanding division (D) of section 3311.19 and division (D) of section 3311.52 

of the Revised Code, this section does not apply to any joint vocational or cooperative 

education school district or its superintendent. 
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(A) The superintendent of each school district may establish a volunteer bus rider 

assistance program, under which qualified adults or responsible older pupils, as 

determined by the superintendent, may be authorized to ride on school buses with 

pupils during such periods of time that the buses are being used to transport pupils to 

and from schools. Volunteers shall not be compensated for their services, but older 

pupils may be excused early from school to participate in the program. 

Volunteers may be assigned duties or responsibilities by the superintendent, including 

but not limited to, assisting younger pupils in embarking and disembarking from 

buses and in crossing streets where necessary to ensure the safety of the pupil, aiding 

the driver of the bus to maintain order on buses, assisting pupils with disabilities, and 

such other activities as the superintendent determines will aid in the safe and efficient 

transportation of pupils. 

Volunteers serving under this section are not employees for purposes of Chapter 4117. 

or 4123. of the Revised Code. Nothing in this section shall authorize a board of 

education to adversely affect the employment of any employee of the board. 

(B) The board of education of each city, local, or exempted village school district shall 

present a program to all pupils in kindergarten through third grade who are offered 

school bus transportation and who have not previously attended such program. The 



program shall consist of instruction in bus rider behavior, school bus safety, and the 

potential problems and hazards associated with school bus ridership. The department 

of education and workforce shall prescribe the content and length of such program, 

which shall be presented within two weeks after the commencement of classes each 

school year. 
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(A) The driver of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley upon meeting or overtaking 

from either direction any school bus stopped for the purpose of receiving or 

discharging any school child, person attending programs offered by community 

boards of mental health and county boards of developmental disabilities, or child 

attending a program offered by a head start agency, shall stop at least ten feet from the 

front or rear of the school bus and shall not proceed until such school bus resumes 

motion, or until signaled by the school bus driver to proceed. 
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It is no defense to a charge under this division that the school bus involved failed to 

display or be equipped with an automatically extended stop warning sign as required 

by division (B) of this section. 

(B) Every school bus shall be equipped with amber and red visual signals meeting the 

requirements of section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, and an automatically extended 

stop warning sign of a type approved by the department of education and workforce, 

which shall be actuated by the driver of the bus whenever but only whenever the bus 

is stopped or stopping on the roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging 

school children, persons attending programs offered by community boards of mental 

health and county boards of developmental disabilities, or children attending 

programs offered by head start agencies. A school bus driver shall not actuate the 

visual signals or the stop warning sign in designated school bus loading areas where 

the bus is entirely off the roadway or at school buildings when children or persons 

attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards 

of developmental disabilities are loading or unloading at curbside or at buildings when 

children attending programs offered by head start agencies are loading or unloading at 

curbside. The visual signals and stop warning sign shall be synchronized or otherwise 

operated as required by rule of the board. 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4511.771


(C) Where a highway has been divided into four or more traffic lanes, a driver of a 

vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley need not stop for a school bus approaching from 

the opposite direction which has stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging 

any school child, persons attending programs offered by community boards of mental 

health and county boards of developmental disabilities, or children attending 

programs offered by head start agencies. The driver of any vehicle, streetcar, or 

trackless trolley overtaking the school bus shall comply with division (A) of this 

section. 

(D) School buses operating on divided highways or on highways with four or more 

traffic lanes shall receive and discharge all school children, persons attending 

programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of 

developmental disabilities, and children attending programs offered by head start 

agencies on their residence side of the highway. 

(E) No school bus driver shall start the driver's bus until after any child, person 

attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards 

of developmental disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a head start 

agency who may have alighted therefrom has reached a place of safety on the child's 

or person's residence side of the road. 



(F)(1) Whoever violates division (A) of this section may be fined an amount not to 

exceed five hundred dollars. A person who is issued a citation for a violation of 

division (A) of this section is not permitted to enter a written plea of guilty and waive 

the person's right to contest the citation in a trial but instead must appear in person in 

the proper court to answer the charge. 

(2) In addition to and independent of any other penalty provided by law, the court or 

mayor may impose upon an offender who violates this section a class seven 

suspension of the offender's driver's license, commercial driver's license, temporary 

instruction permit, probationary license, or nonresident operating privilege from the 

range specified in division (A)(7) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code. When a 

license is suspended under this section, the court or mayor shall cause the offender to 

deliver the license to the court, and the court or clerk of the court immediately shall 

forward the license to the registrar of motor vehicles, together with notice of the 

court's action. 

(G) As used in this section: 

(1) "Head start agency" has the same meaning as in section 3301.32 of the Revised 

Code. 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4510.02
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(2) "School bus," as used in relation to children who attend a program offered by a 

head start agency, means a bus that is owned and operated by a head start agency, is 

equipped with an automatically extended stop warning sign of a type approved by the 

department, is painted the color and displays the markings described in section 

4511.77 of the Revised Code, and is equipped with amber and red visual signals 

meeting the requirements of section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, irrespective of 

whether or not the bus has fifteen or more children aboard at any time. "School bus" 

does not include a van owned and operated by a head start agency, irrespective of its 

color, lights, or markings, or a multifunction school activity bus. 
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