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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Norton City Schools Board of Education Places Earned Income Tax Levy on May 2026
Ballot

Norton, Ohio — January 23, 2026, The Norton City Schools Board of Education has approved
resolutions to place a proposed 0.75% earned income tax levy on the May 2026 ballot. If
approved by voters, the levy would increase the district's current earned income tax rate of
0.50%, that was passed in 2018, to 1.25%. When fully implemented, this increase in the earned
income tax is expected to generate approximately $3,007,507 each year to support district
operations.

This proposed levy applies only to earned income of residents of the Norton City School District
and does not impact property taxes.

Norton City Schools, like many school districts across Ohio, has faced increasing financial
pressure due to declining state funding and the expansion of Ohio’s voucher program, which
has redirected additional public resources away from traditional public schools. At the same
time, operating costs have continued to rise, creating a funding gap that reductions alone
cannot fully resolve.

The district has taken significant steps to reduce expenses, including staffing reductions,
building reorganization, and the decision to end Open Enroliment. While these actions have
helped lower costs, they are not sufficient on their own to ensure long term financial stability.

“This levy is about stabilizing the district’s finances so we can plan responsibly for the future,”
said the Norton City Schools Board of Education President Chris Inks. “It is not about expanding
programs or reversing prior decisions, it is about maintaining the quality education our students
deserve in a fiscally responsible manner.”

The Board emphasizes the following key points regarding the proposed levy:

It will not reinstate Open Enrollment across the district.
It will not reverse or reimplement previous staffing reductions.
It will not eliminate the need for continued fiscal oversight and long term financial
planning.
e It will not increase property taxes.
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If approved, the levy would provide a more stable and predictable revenue source, allowing the
district to better manage operations while continuing to serve students effectively.

The Norton City Schools Board of Education remains committed to transparency, fiscal
responsibility, and providing a high quality education for all students. Additional information will
be shared with the community as the May 2026 election approaches.
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