Summer provides many opportunities for students and their
families to enjoy unforgettable books together. Before entering
5th grade, a Norton Middle School student is expected to read at
least two books listed below and complete the appropriate
fiction or nonfiction graphic organizer. Copies of Shiloh, Number
the Stars, and Hatchet are available for loan at the Norton Middle
School office for two weeks after school is out and again the two
weeks before school starts in the fall.

Who Was Dr. Seuss? by Janet Pascal
Ted Geisel loved to doodle from the time he was a kid. He had an
offbeat, fun-loving personality. He often threw dinner parties where
guests wore outrageous hats! And he donned quirky hats when
thinking up ideas for books like his classic The Cat in the Hat. This
biography, with black-and-white illustrations throughout, brings an
amazingly gifted author/illustrator to life.

Popular Clone: The Clone Chronicles #1 by M.E. Castle
Meet Fisher Bas: 12 years-old, growth-stunted, a geeky science genius, and son of
the Nobel Prize-winning creators of the Bas-Hermaphrodite-Sea-Slug-Hypothesis.
No surprise: Fisher isn't exactly the most popular kid in his middle-school, tormented
daily by the beefy, overgrown goons he calls The Vikings. But he senses relief when
he comes upon the idea of cloning himself--creating a second Fisher to go to school
each day while he stays at home playing video games and eating cheetos with
ketchup. It's an ingenious plan that works brilliantly, until Fisher's clone turns out to
be more popular than him--and soon after gets clone-napped by the evil scientist Dr.
Xander.

The 39 Clues Book 1:The Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan
What would happen if you discovered that your family was one of the most powerful
in human history? What if you were told that the source of the family's power was
hidden around the world in the form of 39 clues? What if you were given a choice take a million dollars and walk away ...or get the first clue and begin the search? At
the reading of their grandmother's will, Dan and Amy are given this choice - and
they take the clue. Immediately, they are caught in a dangerous race against their
own family members. The hunt is on. Think you've gone everywhere books can
take you? Think again.

I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912

by Lauren

Tarshis
Ten-year-old George Calder can't believe his luck -- he and his little sister, Phoebe,
are on the famous Titanic, crossing the ocean with their Aunt Daisy. The ship is full
of exciting places to explore, but when George ventures into the first class storage
cabin, a terrible boom shakes the entire boat. Suddenly, water is everywhere, and
George's life changes forever.

What Was the March on Washington

by Kathleen Krull

On August 28, 1963, more than 200,000 people gathered in Washington, DC, to
demand equal rights for all races. It was there that Martin Luther King Jr. delivered
his "I Have a Dream" speech, and it was this peaceful protest that spurred the
momentous civil rights laws of the mid-1960s. With black-and-white artwork
throughout and sixteen pages of photographs, the March is brought to life!

Swindle by Gordon Korman
After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his most valuable baseball
card, Griffin Bing must put together a band of misfits to break into Swindle's
compound and recapture the card. There are many things standing in their way -- a
menacing guard dog, a high-tech security system, a very secret hiding place, and
their inability to drive -- but Griffin and his team are going to get back what's
rightfully his . . . even if hijinks ensue.

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Alone. Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the
single engine plane in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself
alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother has given him as a present -- and the
dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart ever since his parents' divorce. But
now Brian has no time for anger, self-pity, or despair -- it will take all his know-how
and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive.

A Million Ways Home by Dianna Dorisi Winget
A moving middle-grade story about love, loss, and the unlikely places we find home.
Poppy's life has been turned upside down after her grandma (and guardian) had a
stroke and ended up in the hospital. But Poppy is working on a plan to help
Grandma Beth so their life together can go back to normal. But when she witnesses
an armed robbery, "back to normal" slips even further out of her reach. To keep
Poppy safe, the budget-strapped police devise an unusual "witness protection
program," wherein Poppy will stay with Detective Brannigan's mother. Soon Poppy
is feeling almost at home, even making sort-of friends with a girl named Lizzie and
definitely friending Gunner, a beautiful dog with an uncertain fate. But it's still not
home. So while she and Lizzie navigate a rocky friendship and plot to save Gunner's
life, Poppy also tries to figure out a new plan to save Grandma Beth and their home,
all while avoiding a dangerous robber who might be searching for her. But what if
Grandma Beth can never come home and the robber is put behind bars? What will
happen to Poppy then?

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
As the German troops begin their campaign to “relocate” all the Jews of
Denmark, Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen
Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family. Through the eyes of ten-year-old
Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the entire
Jewish population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across the sea to
Sweden. The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride and
human decency in the world even during a time of terror and war.

Worst of Friends: Thomas Jefferson, John
Adams, and the True Story of an American Feud
by Suzanne Tripp Jurmain
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were good friends with very different
personalities. But their differing views on how to run the newly created United
States turned them into the worst of friends. They each became leaders of
opposing political parties, and their rivalry followed them to the White House.
Full of both history and humor, this is the story of two of America's most wellknown presidents and how they learned to put their political differences aside for
the sake of friendship

