
7th Grade Summer Reading List 2015 

 

Summer provides many opportunities for students and their families to enjoy unforgettable books 

together. Before entering 7th grade, a Norton Middle School student is expected to read at least 2 books  

listed below. In addition, you must score an 80% or higher on the book check quiz, to participate in the  

Summer Reading Celebration. 

 

 

 

 

                                 (Realistic Fiction)  Bystander by James Preller  

     Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you’re new in town, it’s hard to know 
who to hang out with—and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool, confident, and popular. However, something isn’t 
right about Griffin. He always seems to be in the middle of bad things. And if Griffin doesn't like you, you’d better 
watch your back. There might be a target on it. As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin’s dark world, he begins to see 
the truth about Griffin: He’s a liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break away, do the right thing. But in one shocking 

moment, he goes from being a bystander . . . to the bully’s next victim.  

 

 

 

 

                                   (Realistic Fiction)  Girl, Stolen by April Henry  

     Sixteen–year-old Cheyenne Wilder is sleeping in the back of a car while her mom fills her prescription for 
antibiotics. Before Cheyenne realizes what’s happening, their car is being stolen. Griffin hadn’t meant to kidnap 
Cheyenne, but once his dad finds out that Cheyenne’s father is the president of a powerful corporation, everything 
changes—now there’s a reason to keep her. How will Cheyenne survive this nightmare? Because she’s not only sick 
with pneumonia—she’s also blind. 

 



 

                                           

 

                                       (Realistic Fiction)  Trapped by Michael Northrop  

       The day the blizzard started, no one knew that it was going to keep snowing for a week. That for those in its 
path, it would become not just a matter of keeping warm, but of staying alive. . . . Scotty and his friends Pete and 
Jason are among the last seven kids at their high school waiting to get picked up that day, and they soon realize that 
no one is coming for them. Still, it doesn't seem so bad to spend the night at school, especially when distractingly 
hot Krista and Julie are sleeping just down the hall. But then the power goes out, then the heat. The pipes freeze, 
and the roof shudders. As the days add up, the snow piles higher, and the empty halls grow colder and darker, the 

mounting pressure forces a devastating decision. . . . 

 

 

 

                               (Science Fiction)   Maze Runner by James Dashner  

     When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first name. His memory is blank. But 
he’s not alone. When the lift’s doors open, Thomas finds himself surrounded by kids who welcome him to the 
Glade—a large, open expanse surrounded by stone walls. Just like Thomas, the Gladers don’t know why or how 
they got to the Glade. All they know is that every morning the stone doors to the maze that surrounds them have 
opened. Every night they’ve closed tight. And every 30 days a new boy has been delivered in the lift. Thomas might 

be more important than he could ever guess. If only he could unlock the dark secrets buried within his mind. 

 

                                          

                                            

                                   (Science Fiction/Fantasy)  Maximum Ride by James Patterson    

       In James Patterson's blockbuster series, fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, knows what 
it's like to soar above the world. She and all the members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and Angel--are 
just like ordinary kids--only they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream come true to some, but their lives 
can morph into a living nightmare at any time...like when Angel, the youngest member of the flock, is kidnapped 
and taken back to the "School" where she and the others were experimented on by a crew of wack jobs. Her friends 
brave a journey to blazing hot Death Valley, CA, to save Angel, but soon enough, they find themselves in yet 
another nightmare--this one involving fighting off the half-human, half-wolf "Erasers" in New York City. 



 

                                    

                     

                           (Realistic Fiction)  Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper   *Mature Content 

Tigers don't cry, or do they? After the death of his longtime friend and fellow Hazelwood Tiger, Andy, the driver of 
the car, blames himself and cannot get past his guilt and pain. While his other friends have managed to work 
through their grief and move on, Andy allows death to become the focus of his life. In the months that follow the 
accident, the lives of Andy and his friends are traced through a series of letters, articles, homework, assignments, 

and dialogues, and it becomes clear that Tigers do indeed need to cry. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 Flesh and Blood So Cheap by Albert Marria   (Non-Fiction) 

 

On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City burst into flames.  The factory was crowded.  The 
doors were locked to ensure workers stay inside.  One hundred forty-six people—mostly women—perished; it was one of 
the most lethal workplace fires in American history until September 11, 2001. 
 
But the story of the fire is not the story of one accidental moment in time.  It is a story of immigration and hard work to 
make it in a new country, as Italians and Jews and others traveled to America to find a better life.  It is the story of poor 
working conditions and greedy bosses, as garment workers discovered the endless sacrifices required to make ends meet.  
It is the story of unimaginable, but avoidable, disaster.  And it the story of the unquenchable pride and activism of fearless 
immigrants and women who stood up to business, got America on their side, and finally changed working conditions for 
our entire nation, initiating radical new laws we take for granted today. 

 

 

 


